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Hydrocodone: Uses, Safety & Prescription Information
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Quick Pharmacy
ISSUED BY: DANIELLE TATE
123 ANYWHERE ST

YOUR TOWN, STATE 12345

400 MG PILL NAME

DATE: XX/XX/XXXX
QTY: 10

e REFILLS REMAINING: 1
RX #:1234

TAKE 1 TABLET BY MOUTHUPTO 3
TIMES DAILY, AS NEEDED. TAKE
WITH FOOD.

CROSBY SMITH
123 YOUR STREET
YOUR TOWN, STATE 12345

CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR BEFORE
TAKING CHILL PILLS.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

4

Hydrocodone is a prescription opioid medication commonly used to treat moderate to severe
pain when other treatments are not effective. It is often combined with other medications such
as acetaminophen to enhance pain-relieving effects. Because it is a controlled substance in the

United States, it must be prescribed by a licensed healthcare provider and dispensed by a

licensed pharmacy.

What Is Hydrocodone Used For?
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Hydrocodone is typically prescribed for:

Short-term pain after surgery or injury

Severe dental pain

Chronic pain conditions when alternative treatments have failed
Certain cough formulations (in limited cases)

It works by binding to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, altering how the body
perceives pain.

Important Safety Information
Hydrocodone carries serious risks and should only be used exactly as prescribed.
Potential Side Effects:

Drowsiness or dizziness

Nausea and constipation

Slowed breathing (respiratory depression)
Risk of dependence or misuse

Warnings:

Do not combine with alcohol or other sedatives unless directed by a doctor.
Keep out of reach of children.

Store securely to prevent misuse.

Abruptly stopping long-term use may cause withdrawal symptoms.

If you experience trouble breathing, severe confusion, or allergic reactions, seek emergency
medical attention immediately.

Prescription & Pharmacy Guidelines

In the U.S., hydrocodone is classified as a Schedule Il controlled substance under federal law.
This means:

e A valid prescription from a licensed healthcare provider is required.
o Refills are limited and tightly regulated.
e Pharmacies must verify patient and prescription information before dispensing.
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When obtaining any prescription medication, always use a licensed and accredited pharmacy.
Look for verification through state boards of pharmacy and legitimate pharmacy certification
programs.

Responsible Use & Patient Support

Before starting hydrocodone, discuss with your healthcare provider:

Your full medical history

Current medications (to avoid dangerous interactions)
Any history of substance use disorder

Pregnancy or breastfeeding status

Pain management should include a broader care plan that may involve physical therapy,
non-opioid medications, lifestyle adjustments, and ongoing monitoring.

Final Reminder

Hydrocodone can be effective for severe pain relief when used responsibly and under proper
medical supervision. However, due to its potency and risk profile, it should never be purchased
without a valid prescription or from unverified sources. Always prioritize safety, legality, and
professional medical guidance when managing pain.
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